clinical researcher recently summarized the situation, "Despite thousands of patents on new materials intended for clinical use over the past 30 years, their clinical impact has been relatively insignificant." This same researcher, Dr. David W. Grainger, Associate Professor of Chemistry at Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO, stated in a recent workshop on "Contemporary Biomaterials Through Precise Control of Macromolecular Chemistry and Architecture" that the "current array (of biomedical materials) represents the same basic menu that was around after World War II." These materials were not developed with biology in mind, and as far as the body is concerned, these materials are still foreign objects, pretty much like a splinter, a bullet, or other invaders to be rejected or walled off.
The detailed chemistry of surface preference and reaction to the biological situation has progressed tremendously. It is now known that when growing cells contact a surface, receptors on the cell membrane actively search for a surface-bound cue that tells the cell whether the surface is native or foreign. The cell response to biological cues is relayed from receptors in the cell membrane to the inside of the cell. It has been discovered that cells attach, grow and spread substantially better on a carboxyl-terminated hydrophilic surface than on a methyl-terminated hydrophobic surface. The cells know what kind of surface chemistry they prefer.
The possibility of engineering fibers surfaces to assist in the biology of healing is fairly obvious. Tailoring fiber surfaces that work with well-defined biological pathways and control biology with precision is definitely on the fiber technology horizon. -INJ Letter To the Editors I want to join many in the nonwovens industry in congratulating you and wishing you great success in reviving the International Nonwovens Journal. And, of course, I want to offer to INDA my thanks for their support of the project. INJ has been long missed by the nonwoven technology community.
While there are now several technical meetings and trade shows where the industry can get together, it is logistically impossible for all practicing nonwovens technologists to attend. The industry has continued to grow in the absence of the Journal, and there is a great need to revive a forum in which all technologists can participate. There is so much happening with new regulations and standards that begs for a wider participation from across the industry. The features will, I am sure, combine to make it easier for all of us to keep up.
Knowing each of the editors well, I am sure the pages of the Journal will be filled with a broad scope of insightful technical articles. I look forward to an enjoyable evening once every quarter where I can devote my full attention to a periodical focused solely on the nonwoven technical community. 
